AN

Approv

i

/?"1_'7"\}:1 <)

e o1
A rrne i

FASHLAHULUR LUDL N .
X f\ji“‘ Peotlooe N, L€ a? S @enel
s \ e by ) . . . - B i
ed For Releash B0B4H0/13 : CIA-RDP88-01350R0002002600081 . AT Petogon

e N

iy VATl e Yiay el N

S
l Books

A 5\'?/70 e e AL
§ s arasis i
UL ETEL

ol

Yrpiyrgn AR ' r . ~ rv-
(THE PIA 1 /J.(',(..L\' PAPERS. Based on investigalive
reporting by Neil Shechan, Written by Neil Shechan,

Hedrick fb/rlll/l, E, )7, ]\fglllt'Oi‘llx)' and Fox Dutrerficld.

Reviewed by
1'ownsend IHoopes

The reviewer is the author.”
of “The Limits of Interven-!
tion,” a study of the Ameri-
can escalation of the war in
Vieinam, He was also Under-
sceretary of the Air Force
and a member of the Pente-
gon foreign policy advisory
staff in the Johnson adminis-
{ration. :

«phe Tentagon Papors,”
as edited by The New York
imes, are a compilation
falling well chort of defini-
_five. history. _Moreover, it

“isdikely that the gaine judi
Yinont <applies with ~greater
Hgoree -to the: gprawling in
mensity of the total docu-
ment. As others have point-
.ed out, there are major gaps
in chronology and documen-
tation; & basic deficiency is
{he lack of a unifying inter
pretation, ) :

Nevertheless, the papers
are raw material of striking
richness, pnusual scope, un-
deniable authority. They
ghow us that cach adminis-
tration inherited a commit-
ment from its predecessor,
but failed or refused to ver
ify the continuing validity of
{he assumptions on which
the commitment was under-
{aken. They show a process

il 1P Jayers of. umes-,
ssumpiions) s
yiAveke
gomefalse, “hul anan
which possesscd only & pas
ing circumstantial validity.
Trouble arose citber when
{he hasically transient qua-
lity of imporlant assuup-
tions went unrecognized, or
when there was insufficient
political courage ov political
will.lo act on the v cognl
tion”

eritical” Poin

“chronolugicAPRIR

papers -also substantiate &
line of reivospective analy-
sis thal, in my view, needs
only time avd a dilizent his-,
torian to ronder it delini-
tive. Such an analy€is would
run ealong the following’
lines. ) ’ i
30T 1948 Indoching was. the:
Yeono. ofta dirty.little co-
Ionial war, an obseurestrud-
gle little heeded by, ~hg,
world press, a war made pos-

_sible hy the infirmity of

American diplomacy in per-
mitting the retwrn of TFrench -
authority in 1946, But in
1949 the looming Soviet
menace to Weslern Bwope,
dramatized by the harsh
squeeze on Jerlin, gave rigse
10 the North Atlantic Trealy;
and here the French, real-
izing their country was an
sndispensable comnponent of
any coherent plan for the
defonse  of  Xurope, bar
gained hard and successfully
to securc American aid for
their railitery effort in Indo-
china, . as. a condition . of
JFrench adhetenies to NATO.
‘Along with 1 s :bar-
‘gainigave Fise  toviheidons:
‘venieng cateh-all ¢ nlanation
“{hat the United Stafes was,
_acting to forestall  the  ad-.
vance of “International
CCommunism” .-
“Alse in 1949, the Chinese
Communists drove the de-
feated and discredited.
Chiang Kai-shek .regime. to
exile on Taiwan, producing
.charges of treason from the’
isolationist wing of the
GOP_ divecled at Trunan
and - Acheson for their al-
legedly - nefarious role in
“the loss of China.” fhe re-
sult was to traumatize "Am-
crican opinion on an issue of
unexpectedly great emotion,
and.lo: creale a set-of-dom:

credsed  AIme

litical. pressures:

jean ald to Indochina inevit-
abte,
in June, 1050, either al
Gialin’s instigation or with
nis approval, North Korea
altacked South Xorea. Com-
ing on the heels of very geri-
ous Soviet efforts to intimi-
date Western Furope, Ber-
lin, Greeee, Turkey, and
Tran, this act of rithless op-
portunism seemed  final
proof that {he Western
world was Dbeing systemati-
cally invested by a cunning
and superbly coordinated
enemy, operaling oit a nas-
ter plan and yecognizing no
limits on the means he was
prepared to employ. “Inter-
national Communis m”
scemed a deadly, immutable
reality. Xorca and Indo-
china werc percelved as two
tentactes  of the octopus
whose head was in Peking,
ad  who was in closest
Jeague with that other and
grealer octopus in Moscow.
1 is now known, of
course, that the relationship
petween Moscow and Peking
was poorly coordinated and
always strained, ‘and  that
peking's links with Yo Chi
Minh and FKim Il Sung were
superficial.  China never
played an initiatory role in
the Indochina struggle,
never controlled and often
. deplored  the North  Viet-

namese leadership, and pro- .

vided extremely modest ma-
terial  assistance. As to
North Xorca, Peking was
barely informed ot the deci-
sion 1o altack, and was from
the oulset gravely con-
cerned that war with the
United States on the Xorean
peninsuwla  would endanger
Chinese hydroelectric and
industrial installations in
Manchuria. Chinese military
intervention in Koreca was in
fact reluctant, defensive,
and largely provoked by

MacArthur's reckless insisi-
ence on dyiving all i{he way
to the Yalu River in defi-
ance of Truman’s instruc-
tions, but the undeniable
fact of the intervention con-
firmed ihe worst fears of
American idcologues (which
by that time included most

of ug); it thus served to cast .

Sing-American relations in
hostile concrete for twenty
vears, w

The advent of the Lisen-
hower administration pre-
scented, at least in theoty, an
opportunity for basic reas-
sessment of the facta. But
the new Secrctavy of State
was jron-hound to an undif-
ferentiaicd global anticom-
munism, which made his ac-
ceptance of _circumstantial
evidence al face -value a
clear philosophical prefer-
ence. Moreover, he was rein-
forecd in this outlook (and
inhibited from attempling a
more flexible stance) by a
clamorous clague of Nean-
derthal Jepublicans who
found themselves, uncxpect-
edly, in control of Congress.
Dulles, subordinating his
genuine distaste for colo-
nialism, hent every effort to
keep a weéary Irance in the

“indochina fight, vigorously

encouraged and assisted by

"4 Chajvman of the Joint

Chiefs (Admiral Radford)
who believed a showdown
withh Red China was inevita-
ble, and the sooner the bhet-
ter. Dulles held.out to Paris
the serious prospect of
American military interven-
tion, if Yrance would agree

1o carry on ofter a grant of

independencea, a Jegal decla-
pation that lawyer Dulles
persuaded himself would au-
tomatically transform  the
conflict from a war of colo-
nial repression to a struggle
for frecdom from {yranny.
The French were preparved
10 make the neeessary deela-
ration, but werc nol taken
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